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Elementary math for teachers answers

Texas third-grade teacher, Diane Hubacz Tennessee Second- and third-grade teacher, Mary Pitner Wisconsin Fourth-grade teacher, Heather Mathews North Carolina Third-grade teacher, Amber Polk Texas Third-grade teacher, Lindsay Noren Florida Second-grade teacher, Kris Hughes Virginia Fifth-grade teacher, Mimi Hager Alabama Fifth-grade teacher, Linda Dunnavant Illinois Fourth-grade teacher ,
Kristin Kennedy Delaware Third-grade teacher , Krista Wallden Indiana Third-grade teacher, Christi Fultz Missouri Second-grade teacher, Sarah MoelleringInterview with Diane Hubacz, texas third-grade teacherWe recently had the opportunity to interview Diane Hubacz, a Texas educator who teaches math, science and social studies to third-graders. Diane was a teacher for ten years, having also taught in
second and fourth grade. Diane attended Ohio State University, where she earned a bachelor's degree in Early &amp; Middle Childhood Education. For eleven years, Diane took a career break so she could stay home to raise her two children, but during that time she remained active in schools as president of the PTO and PTA. He received a School Volunteer Recognition Award and a Distinguished Friend
of Education Award from the Connecticut Association of Schools for his volunteer efforts. During our interview, Diane detailed what a day of average teaching is like for her and also articulate the most challenging and rewarding features of her work. Please describe what a typical day looks like for you. It is important for me to start the day with solid lesson plans and be as prepared as possible when
students arrive. I created my own lesson plan template, which helps me remember everything I have to do for every day of the week. Years ago, I attended time management training; I still use the techniques I learned then as CEO of my class today. When the students arrive, I greet them at the door. It is important for me to find connections and build a relationship of trust with each student. I spend a lot of
time exceeding expectations for everything we do in class. I believe in managing positive behavior and learning from our mistakes. Most of my lessons are designed to start as whole group lessons. Then I start in independent activities, differentiated to meet the needs of my students. This allows me to pull individual students or small groups to review or re-teach. Every year this changes a bit based on the
current group of students. I have fifty minutes of scheduling time every day and most are devoted to team planning meetings. I love the of the team as it keeps us all on track, allows us to evaluate what worked and what didn't work and share a variety of ideas. I work with a very experienced group of teachers and I love learning from them. Once the students leave for the day, I go through my to-do list for
the next day, respond to parents' emails, prepare materials, tidy up, etc. I do most of my classification at home. what what of your work are the most demanding and what do you do to overcome them? The most challenging part of teaching is the management of the ever-increasing demands placed on educators. As with many companies, jobs in education are being eliminated and responsibilities are
shifting. Teachers wear many hats and are often asked to add another one. The key is to be adaptive and flexible trying not to stress about things for which you have no control. What do you like most about being a teacher? I like kids more. They make me smile and warm my heart in the most satisfying way. There's nothing more important to me than making a difference in the lives of each of my students.
I strive to help them do their best and get the most out of their year with me. I want them to be as prepared as possible for their next level of education. I find teaching a tremendously rewarding job. It's music to my ears to hear a former student tell me I helped them succeed. That's what it's all about! How do you create a successful balance between home and work? This is very difficult for me. I'm very
passionate about teaching and I probably work too hard. I had to set time limits on myself, which often break! Also, I often have to remember that even though my kids are in middle and high school, they still need their mom at home. Therefore, I try to be organized and work as hard and efficient as possible while I was in school. If I take my homework, I only do it after I've met my family's needs. What advice
can you give to recent graduates preparing to start a teaching career? Keep in mind that the start of the year is difficult for all teachers. It can be overwhelming, but this will pass too. Whatever you do, don't give up! It's going to get better, and before you know it, you'il be in the groove. It's important to have a good mentor when you start your first teaching job. I recommend following a veteran teacher's
lesson plans during your first year. Keep a copy (in calendar order) of each lesson and take notes religiously about what works for you and what doesn't. In your second year, you can adapt or change classes based on what suits you and your students. Don't be afraid to discuss your ideas, as you will undoubtedly have wonderful things to share. Be a good team member. Always share when you have
something that works for you. Offer help when needed. Take care of your team's responsibilities. When things go wrong, take the road. Every now and then everyone has a bad day. Finally, work to develop an educational partnership with your students' parents. Send a weekly newsletter or create a blog in class to keep parents informed about what it's happening in your class. If you have a website, keep it
up to date. It's important to remember that you're a role model of the community. Always be professional. We sincerely thank Diane for putting aside time to share her enthusiastic and sincere advice. Visit his blog, Teaching with Moxie to learn more inspiration and understanding of the profession. Read how to become a teacher in Texas.Interview with Mary Pitner, tennessee second and third grade
teacherThis recently we were lucky enough to talk to Mary Pitner, a second- and third-grade teacher with 30 years of experience as an educator. Mary attended the University of Tennessee and Middle Tennessee State University, where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education. He continued his studies at Middle Tennessee State University, earning a Master of Education in
Curriculum and Instruction and a bachelor's degree in Education Specialist in Administration and Supervision. During her long career, Mary taught all the grades between kindergarten and the fifth. For nine years, he served as Curriculum and Student Management Supervisor in his district. With her pension approaching, Maria came to the conclusion that she would like to retire from school, because of her
community feeling. As a result, she asked to return to class, a move she says she never regretted. During our interview, we discussed the benefits of a ring classroom, what Mary finds special about second- and third-graders, and, finally, the lessons she knows today that she wants to know as an initial teacher. You're currently teaching in the second grade year of a second- and third-grade looping
classroom. Which characteristics of these age groups do you appreciate the most? I love the enthusiasm and curiosity of second and third graders. Most of my students still believe they can do whatever they want to do, so all I have to do is build on their certainty! What do you like most about being a looping teacher? What are the advantages of this approach to teaching? The best advantage of being in a
ring classroom is the relationship you develop with your students over the course of the two years. I'm able to see my students grow up in ways I couldn't if I only spent a year with them. The beginning of the second year of looping is a much easier transition for both teachers and students. I think the biggest strength of looping is that I already know my students at the beginning of the second year. They are
able to hit the ground running with them instead of trying to determine what they already know. We are comfortable with each other. I know their learning styles and how to best help them. Can you share all the techniques you use to create a harmonious work-life balance? With all the changes in education we're going through, it's too easy to spend all your waking hours on schoolwork. Although our official
time for teachers to leave is at 2:45.m., I found that I was staying most nights until 5:30 pm.m or later. Since both children are in college, it was easy to do, but it was exhausting me! I started setting a timer after school in increments of fifteen minutes. I will base myself on one thing on my to-do list for fifteen minutes, and then move on to another point for another fifteen minutes. I now work with my timer
until 4:00 or or Palermo. I still take the work home with me, but I found that working at a timer reduced the amount I have to take home. I usually spend part of the day on Saturdays or Sundays at school, but I'm trying to reduce that as well. I don't know of any other profession where people work so many more hours! How do I use technology as a tool for classroom learning? Technology is one of my
stations for both literacy and math every day. All students get thirty minutes of computer time to practice skills every day. I learned how to work it in the program or it gets neglected. All our classrooms have a prometheus board, so this is a vital part of the lessons every day. My students use it to explain work, to play skill games and to share information. My students also use our computers to search for
information. What do you know today that I would have liked to know during your first year of teaching? I wish I knew I'd let go of things that are out of my control. Thanks to my experience in the district office as a supervisor, I realize that some of the mandates handed down to schools and classrooms are beyond their control. If I'm asked to do something by the district or the State Department that I might
disagree with, I now know how I can make the most of it and see how I can make it work in the best possible way for my students. I spent a lot of time worrying about things I couldn't change. We sincerely thank Maria for sharing the wisdom she has garnered during her extensive career as a teacher and supervision. At the same time, we wish you all the best for a successful school year. Visit Mary's blog,
Pitner's Potpourri, to learn tips and insights to teach second and third graders. Read how to become a teacher in Tennessee.Interview with Heather Mathews, a fourth-grade teacher from WisconsinHeather Mathews, a fourth-grade teacher from Wisconsin, she kindly took the time to talk to us about life in the elementary school classroom. After four years of teaching first graders, she decided to take on the
challenge by moving to fourth grade. Heather initially worked as a graphic designer, but eventually realized that she wanted to do something more satisfying than teaching. Despite being a busy mother, she returned to Augsburg College, where she graduated with a degree in education. He later attended St. Mary's University, earning a master's degree in education. During the interview, we discussed
Heather's words of wisdom for new teachers, how she balances class and home expectations, and how she prepares her students for the big changes that will come after they leave her class. What do you know today that know during your first year of teaching? Can you share some advice with new professionals? Teaching, for me, has been a constant cycle of change. I've never had a year of inactivity
when the engine just buzzed away in neutral. Teaching continues to be full of learning for me. I love the fact that it's stretched elongated many different ways; makes me a better teacher. The best advice I could give any new teacher is to be flexible and be willing to roll with the inevitable change. Also, be willing to do what your admins ask you to do and be willing to think outside the box when they do!
You're a busy mother and teacher. What techniques do you use to create a harmonious work-life balance? Balance is always the hardest part of the equation. I wish I could say that I learned to have everything, being wife and mother, teacher and blogger. But I can't. The programming has always been hard for me. I'm a girl who flies instead of your pants. I found that I really need to have a plan written every
week to figure out when I can get the job done. There's always a giant pile of underwear to do, carpooling events, and sporting events to attend. I typically work in my class for 30-60 minutes every night and put half to a full day on Sundays. I try to blog and work on Teachers Pay Teachers products on Friday nights and Saturdays. I think I finally put it in my head that I can't really have everything, so I have
to do my best with the time I have. How do I incorporate technology into classroom activities? I try to use as much technology as I can in the classroom. We use Edmodo as a class, which is great for dialogue. I use Edmodo to communicate with parents, which I believe is suitable for quick messages and alerts, as well as posting assignments and photos. We create Wordles and use virtual post-its to gather
ideas. I used iPod Shuffles to listen to reading and iTouches for handwriting practice, work with words and create videos. This year I use my iPad heavily enough to capture student learning and growth with photos and videos. We also watch many short video clips, such as front loading a math class with something from khan academy or a clip from the Electric Company for vowel sound review. How do you
prepare your fourth-grade students for the big transitions that are around the corner in middle school? The fourth grade is a really difficult year, curriculum and from the point of view of expectations. I can't say it's harder than the first grade curriculum, but the pressure to succeed seems much stronger. Common Core State Standards have really helped set benchmarks for what our kiddos need to be safe in
by the end of the year. One of the most important things I teach my fourth grade students doesn't have much to do with standards or tests, though. I work with children on a daily basis to be responsible for their own learning. I teach them organizational skills using a planner and teach them responsibility by showing them how answers to their questions using reference materials. Finally, seized the seed that
learning will only take them as far as possible. These are not skills that everyone is born with. We sincerely thank Heather for sharing her insights into being a fourth-grade teacher. Visit his blog, blog, and Penguins for further educational inspiration. Read how to become a teacher in Wisconsin.Interview with Amber Polk, a third-grade teacher from North Carolina, Amber Polk, a third-grade teacher in North
Carolina, kindly put aside the time of her hectic schedule to talk about her five years working as a teacher. Amber attended North Greenville University, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education. Although he now teaches in third grade, he previously taught in a fifth-grade classroom. During the interview, we discussed how Amber integrates content areas with math and
reading. Amber also shared her favorite online classroom management tools and finally talked about how she balances her home and class life. On your site, Adventures of a Third-Grade Teacher, mentions that you like to teach content areas the most and then integrate them with math and reading. Can I share any pointers on how to do this correctly? I've always enjoyed teaching science and social
studies (even if they're not state-tested)! In K-2, it's much easier to integrate subjects, but it's something about the higher elementary mindset that makes it difficult. An easy way to integrate content areas into reading instructions is to use content-based books in guided reading groups. With most states teaching from the Common Core Curriculum, there's a big push to teach more nonfiction, so using
content-based books is a great way to achieve that! I also love using lapbooks and leaflets in content areas! Students think they're so funny! Which online tools have you found most useful to manage your class? I practically live on my computer! One of my favorite tools is Planbook.com. I've always used my computer to write my lesson plans. Last year I started working Planbook.com write all my plans. It's
a subscription site, but I swear! It is easy to adjust your plans, plus it is very easy to enter your standards. I'm also a member of ReadingA-Z.com. It's a must for guided reading! Guided reading has been a weakness of mine in the past, but this site makes it much easier to differentiate in class. In addition, I recently started ClassDojo.com as a management tool. You can use the site for individual students,
but I used it to reward my table groups! Each group has a special monster avatar and receives points for positive actions and points are deducted for not-so-positive actions. I use a lot of group work in my class and love using free timers and selection tools on Online-Stopwatch.com.How do you use technology as a tool to learn in your class? I love using technology in class! I make an effort to use
technology as a tool to teach your resume, instead of using technology for the sake of using technology. The key is to choose from two to three versatile sites or programs that you can teach your students to Very well. I have some favorite websites that are easy to implement in almost any class. Kidblog.org is a must for me! I use it at least once a week with my students. Not only do they love having a blog
in class, but it's a great way to show them what they know on any topic! Another of my new discoveries is LittleBirdTales.com. It's a great media site where students create multimedia videos. It's super easy to use and lovely! Do you have any advice for teachers who are thinking of starting a blog? My teaching style has really changed since I started reading blogs and blogging! There are so many great
teachers out there and I encourage anyone with fun, fresh and meaningful ideas to try to blog! It's a thoughtful practice and really makes you an even better teacher. If you want to start a successful blog, the key is to be honest! Share your ups and downs. Be real! You also need to make sure your posts are substantial. Share new ideas, images of your teaching in action, freebies you've created, or
resources you find! I think the number one mistake new bloggers make is worrying about earning big numbers. Everyone wants to have a huge following, but if you post meaningful ideas, you'll get those big numbers! How do you find time to fulfill your educational and personal responsibilities and also regularly complete blog posts? The blog really changed my life! I have a great support system from other
bloggers and readers and I genuinely enjoy helping other teachers. The blog takes a great deal of my time though! I really try to make sure I blog about my teaching because it makes me more thoughtful about my teaching. What went well? What didn't go so well? How can I improve my next lesson or unit? I try to publish two to three times a week, but my students and my responsibilities at school and at
home come first! I know (or hope) that my readers will still be there even though I don't have that much time to post. Can you share a few words of wisdom to create a harmonious work: the balance of life? I'm still at the point of my life where my career is one of the most important things. A lot of teachers in my school like to tell me that things will change once I have kids! I spend a lot of my time working on
teaching-related things, but I still have time to spend with my friends and family. I make sure I designate from one to two weeks when I leave my teacher bag at school! We warmly thank Amber for sharing her thoughts on being a teacher. If you're looking for more inspiration in class, be sure to visit Amber's blog, The Adventures of a Polka-Dotted Teacher.Read how to become a teacher in North
Carolina.Interview with Lindsay Noren, third-grade teacher at she recently had the opportunity to interview Lindsay Noren, a third-grade teacher in Houston, Texas, who has been teaching for four years. Lindsay holds a bachelor's degree in elementary education from Saginaw Saginaw State University and a Master of Education in Reading and Language Arts from the University of Houston. During our
interview, we discussed the traits of third-graders he appreciates the most, his advice for teachers who are thinking about launching into the blogosphere, and the strategies he uses to create a healthy balance between home and class. On your site, My Life as a Third Grade Teacher, mentions that you previously taught in fifth grade and that you are now teaching in your dream grade - third. Which
characteristics of third-graders do you value the most? What makes them unique? What I love about third graders is that they are so motivated to learn and love school! They still want to please their teachers, which makes everyday life in the classroom easier. I appreciate their curiosity and their natural zest of knowledge. When I was working with fifth graders, they were different because they were much
more skeptical of teachers and school. It took a lot more work on my part to make them interested in my lessons. What techniques do you use to create a harmonious work-life balance? Except for the first few weeks of school, I try to refuse to take the work home with me. This ensures that when I'm home, I can do what I want! Once things start to settle down at school, I find ways to classify, plan, and
prepare future classes before school, during my planning period, or after school. This strategy really helps me enjoy my weekends because I'm out of a job! I love teaching but it's a difficult job! If I left him, he'd totally impose himself on all aspects of my life. How do I use technology as a tool for classroom learning? I always use technology to provide instructions. It also allows my students to use computers
to access websites and quality literacy programs. I love letting them listen to stories on the computer so they get a quality model for fluent reading. I'm going to introduce an iPad into my class, which should be very exciting for my students to use. Was there a particular person or experience that inspired you to become a teacher? The whole time I remember, I wanted to be a teacher. I vividly remember
playing school alone for hours on end. I love everything about school, especially since I'm a lifelong student, too. Having great teachers growing has also helped consolidate my career choice. What advice do you have for teachers who want to start a blog? Are there essential components or features? If you want to have a blog, especially a widely read blog, be prepared to put in time and effort. Sometimes
I struggle to balance work, graduate school, life and my blog! If I have free time on weekends, I will write some posts for the week and schedule when they are posted on my blog so that during the week I don't have to worry. There are so many teaching blogs that are out there right now, so make sure you have one or something to offer potential readers. The most crucial thing is blogging about your
experiences and strengths. Don't try to write about something you're not familiar with. Stay with what you know and readers will eventually arrive! What advice can you share with people who are considering becoming teachers? Get ready to work a lot! This is a great job to do, but there's always something else to do. Working with kids is a fantastic gift and will definitely be the best part of your job. We thank
Lindsay for taking the time to talk to us and wish her a successful year in class! Interview with Kris Hughes, Florida second grade teacherI recently met with Kris Hughes, a second-grade teacher in Florida, who has been teaching for 14 years. Kris holds a bachelor's degree in elementary education from Palm Beach Atlantic University with a specialization in specific learning disabilities. In addition to teaching
second grade, Kris also taught in third, fourth, and fifth graders. During our interview, Kris shared his words of wisdom for teachers who are considering starting a professional blog, as well as what he now knows he would like to know as a first-year teacher. What aspects of being a second-grade teacher do you find the most enjoyable? One of my favorite things about second-graders is hugs. Second-
graders are so skilled! But beyond their sweetness, I love the huge growth that takes place at this age level. It's so satisfying to see them enter my classroom as first graders and leave ready for high school. Balancing a teaching career and a hectic family life can be challenging. What stress management techniques did you find useful? The most important stress management tool for me is to prioritize. For
me, it's God, the family, then teaching. When that order is changed, the stress will definitely follow. Was there a particular person or experience that inspired you to become a teacher? There wasn't really a particular moment or person who initially inspired me to be a teacher. I knew I wanted to be a teacher at the age of five. My younger brothers quickly learned about my desire to be a teacher because they
became my live students! This innate love of teaching made me look at my teachers and collect everything I could from them through elementary school and at university level. Can you recommend strategies or techniques for teachers who strive to be lifelong learners? I think it's important never to stagnating and not to teach as we've always taught just because it's familiar and easy. As a result, they are
always looking for ways to learn techniques and gather new ideas for my class. I have read professional magazines in print and online. I always volunteer for professional training courses as my school offers them. I also subscribe to all the teaching blog gurus out there, because they are the ones in the trenches from which I can learn the most. What words of wisdom can you share with teacher teachers
are you thinking of starting a professional blog? Are there essential components or features that should be included in a blog? One important thing to remember when starting a blog is not to confront other teachers out there. We can quickly feel inadequate when we see all the amazing ideas and units that other teachers are authoring. Once you realize that we all have different gifts, you can share from your
heart. The best way to succeed in blogging is simply to share what works in your class. Sometimes the simplest things we do in our classrooms can only be the tip or tool another teacher was looking for. What do you know now that you want to know during your first year of teaching? I'd like to know then... that I didn't know everything -- because I thought so. Besides, I wasn't that much in tune with my
students back then. It was more about the cute activity and the fun boards. I thought those things made me a good teacher. Now I know that the best boards in the world don't make a difference if I'm not meeting the needs of my students. We sincerely thank Kris for sharing the wisdom he has garnered for 14 years to be in class. Read how to become a teacher in Florida.Interview with Mimi Hager, a fifth-
grade teacher from VirginiaRecently, fifth-grade teacher Mimi Hager spoke to us about her experiences as an educator in Newport News, Virginia. Mimi has been in class for 15 years, not only teaching fifth grade, but also second and fourth grade. He holds both a bachelor's and a bachelor's degree from Radford University, studying interdisciplinary studies and educational leadership. During our
conversation, we discussed why she likes to work with fifth-graders and how she empowers them for the big transitions that are just around the corner. What do you like most about teaching fifth graders? Fifth graders are clean. I appreciate their humor and their love of learning. They are mostly independent and produce overtime. They still have an innocence about them, but they can take on a lot of
responsibilities. Fifth grade is a great year of transition. Students are trying to figure out who they are, and really develop their personalities and study skills. They make me laugh and surprise me every day! Was there a particular person or experience that inspired you to become a teacher? I come from a long list of educators, from university professors to primary school teachers. I grew up helping my
mother in her class and it came naturally. What techniques do you use to create a harmonious work-life balance? I work hard and play hard. I give so much of my life to work that I have to have time too! During the week, i'm the school; on weekends, they're all real life. What is not done on Friday, remains cancelled until Monday morning. I also use my DVR so I don't feel left out of the TV world! How do I
use technology as a tool for classroom learning? The technology is is an important part of the development of a 21st century student. Unless I'm teaching an anchor lesson, computers are always used in my class for projects, documents, research, typing, and games. We use the Smartboard for interactive lessons and intelligent response for quizzes and training evaluations. Corners are used for silent
reading and small-group lessons. What advice would you share with teachers who are thinking of starting their own blogs? Start one now and write from the heart! The blog changed my life as a teacher. The blogging community is amazing and inspiring! Share your ideas and ideas of others (with their permission of course). Be sure to include a blog button so other people can add your blog to theirs.
Connect to other blogs, comment on other blogs, and let people know you're out there. Make sure you also have Pinterest, Facebook, and Twitter linked to your blog. Create things people want to use in their classrooms and share them for free through Google Docs, Pay Teachers, or Teacher Notebook. If you don't know where to start, watch tutorials on YouTube on how to get started. How do fifth-graders
prepare and empower meaningful transitions that are around the corner in middle school and beyond? I create strong relationships with my students. Once I have the piece of the report, the rest of their learning falls on. I make sure my students have self-confidence. The theme going on in my class is: Life is what you do with it and only you control yourself!. We have fun and we reason with each other. I
share many different organization and study strategies throughout the year. I also make sure that children know what kind of students they are and how they study better. We thank Mimi for sharing her advice and wisdom of 15 years in class. Check out his blog, 5th Grade Rocks, Fifth Grade Rules for other teaching ideas. Read how to become a teacher in Virginia.Interview with Linda Dunnavant, a fifth-
grade teacher from AlabamaWe recently had the opportunity to join Linda Dunnavant, a fifth-grade teacher currently in a sabbatical year in Alabama, who took the year off to stay home with her baby. After her undergraduate studies, Linda discovered that it was her true vocation to become a teacher in the classroom. He returned to school and graduated from the University of Memphis in elementary
education. She taught for three years, gave birth to a child and now remains connected to the world of education by connecting with other teachers through the blogosphere. He'il be back in class in the future. During our interview, we discussed Linda's advice for teachers who want to start a blog, her favorite tech tools, and how she prepares fifth-graders for the significant transitions that await them. What
makes fifth-graders unique? There's never a dull moment that teaches this quirky and age-range curiosity! Ho Ho Like fifth grade is the bridge between children who want to remain children, and children who want to become teenagers. Even fifth-graders seem to be at that age where they're trying to figure out who they are, what they like and what interests them. As a teacher, I feel it's my job to encourage
students' creativity and curiosity. Students ask me every day that I don't know the answer to. I'll say, why don't you go find him and share what you find with the class? As a fifth-grade teacher, I learn new things every day! Fifth-graders are also able to manage more responsibilities. I love giving open projects and assignments to complete to students. I found that if fifth-graders are engaged and motivated,
they'll amaze you with what they're capable of accomplishing. You're a busy teacher, wife and mother. What techniques do you use to create a harmonious work-life balance? Get out of the building! During my first year of teaching, I was devastated that I didn't have a key to my class. I wanted to spend all my time making things perfect for my students. However, my school closed around 4pm.M every day,
and when school closed I had to leave. As time went on, I realized what a blessing it was. Staying after school for hours on end doesn't make you a better teacher. I learned to close the door and do everything during my planning period. I also started planning with my level teammates once a week. Why should every higher level teacher make their own plans? Collaborative planning is amazing because
you're able to leverage everyone's strengths and plan better lessons together than you'll ever do on your own! I also believe it is essential that teachers , especially new teachers, ask their colleagues for help. These can be face-to-face colleagues or people you know from blogs and social media like Twitter or Facebook. I tried to do my whole first year of teaching. I felt like I had to create every lesson and
activity from scratch. I spent an incredible amount of time on things that, in hindsight, weren't all that important. Will your students notice that cute character you spent hours searching to match your business theme? Probably not. Will your family notice that you spent all weekend at the computer working on lesson plans? Absolutely. That said, I think it's important to plan innovative and relevant classes for
your students. Instead of trying to create everything yourself, collaborate with your school buddies and contact your bloggers and social media friends. Chances are someone has already created materials for the lesson you're working on! How do you technology as a tool for classroom learning? I think it's our job to make sure our students feel comfortable using technology to communicate and learn. I
created a blog and website in class to tell students and parents what was going on in class. I also have students the opportunity to contribute to our class blog. When I get back to class, I'd like to try using a platform like Kidblog.org so that every student has the opportunity to share their work with a wider audience. It is important to put technology in the hands of students. In a perfect world, every student
would have a laptop in class. However, the reality is that many of us teach in underfunded schools. Be creative with the way you use your computers in the classroom. I also like to make sure my students have access to digital cameras, cameras and voice recording software when they do projects in class. Tests have their place, but I think it's important to let students show what they've learned in various
ways. A great way to get the things you need for your class is to post projects on DonorsChoose.org.C was there a particular person or experience that inspired you to become a teacher? I think somewhere in my mind, I always knew I wanted to be a teacher. It took me a while to get to that point, however! I attended Rhodes College, a small liberal arts college in Memphis, Tennessee. While I was there I
had no idea what I wanted to be when I grew up. After graduation, I got a job for lindamood-bell learning processes. My experiences there have definitely awakened my desire to become a teacher. During these two years, I worked with students with autism and learning difficulties. I really enjoyed working with the students, and it was exciting for me to witness light bulb moments when a student would
suddenly grasp a concept. One day I woke up and realized that my real vocation was to be a class teacher, so I decided to continue a master's degree in elementary education at the University of Memphis.In addition, I have to credit my fifth-grade teacher, Mrs. Chambliss, with having inspired me to become a teacher. I remember how kind he was and how special he made me feel. Can you share a few
words of wisdom for teachers who are thinking of starting a blog? What essential components or features should be included in a blog? Just do it! I started a blog two summers ago, and I had absolutely no idea what I was doing. Start by looking at other teaching blogs to get an idea of what everything is out there. Be sure to do a Google search to make sure the blog title you're considering isn't already in
use. Plus, start keeping a record of ideas you'd like to blog about. I recommend using Blogger.com it is very easy to use. If you're going to become a serious blogger, I think it's worth getting a one-of-a-kind blog design. There are some blog designers out there who are reasonablely priced. If you're at all the tech experts (and you have the time) you can create your own custom blog design. I recently
redesigned my blog and learned all about how to create headers, backgrounds, buttons, etc. from Google searches. Contact me if you want me to create a custom personalized blog You! How do fifth-graders prepare and empower meaningful transitions that are around the corner in middle school and beyond? I think the most important thing I can teach my fifth grade students is that it's okay not to always
have the right answer. We learn by making mistakes. I love Albert Einstein's quote that says, A person who has never made a mistake has never felt anything new. We thank Linda for sharing her insights into teaching and wish her all the best while enjoying the rest of this year at home with her son. Check out his blog, Tales of a Fifth Grade Teacher, for more great ideas and networking opportunities. Read
how to become a teacher in Alabama.Interview with Kristin Kennedy, Fourth Grade Teacher of IllinoisIs we recently had the great fortune to interview Kristin Kennedy, a fourth-grade teacher in the Chicago suburbs. Kristin graduated from Elmhurst College with a B.A. in Elementary Education and an endorsement for reading teachers. He taught fifth and first grade and this is his first year working as a fourth-
grade teacher. During the interview, Kristin discussed how she uses her blog as a tool to communicate with families, the strategies she uses to prepare fourth-graders for meaningful transitions, and her advice to find a healthy balance between her personal and professional lives. What techniques do you use to create a harmonious work-life balance? It's certainly not easy to achieve that work-life balance,
but it's necessary to be the best teacher you can be and also to prevent burnout. Over the years, I've learned that it's impossible to make every item on my daily to-do list, so I try to prioritize what absolutely needs to be done. There will always be something left for the next day and that's fine. I also try to have some me time every night, whether it's reading, watching TV or relaxing with my husband. I also
try to make exercise and eating a priority because it helps keep my energy levels and stress levels high. How do you use your blog as a tool to communicate with parents and engage them better in the classroom? Because parental engagement is essential to student success, communicating with parents is a top priority for me. I use my website in class to keep parents up to date not only on what's coming,
but also on what we've done and learned in class. Publishing upcoming Events and Mystery Reader sign-up forms, for example, helped me engage more parents in school and classroom events. Since I started publishing websites and other resources to use to help their children the amount of practice my students get at home has dramatically increased. At home, my students love going to the same
practice websites that we use at school, so I make sure to send home username/password tabs for various sites they are registered for. How do I use technology as a tool for classroom learning? Specifically Specifically, explain the 1:1 MacBook program you piloted? Last year, I had the opportunity to drive MacBook 1:1 with my first grade class, which means that each of my first graders had their own



MacBook laptop. Now I teach fourth grade and my class of 28 also has MacBook 1:1. I also have a SMARTBoard and five iPads to share among my students. Thanks to this new technology, my teaching practices and philosophy have been completely transformed, as has my passion for teaching. I use guided groups and the Daily 5 in my class. Because my district's reading and math programs are 100%
digital, I can assign specific online leveled games, activities, and readers to students of various skill levels. Therefore, while I meet small groups, the rest of my students are engaged in significant activities oriented towards their specific learning needs. Having 1:1 laptops allowed me to customize the instructions like I could never have done before. I see such a dramatic increase in levels of engagement that
my students show, which for me is one of the main benefits of technology. Children learn differently than they did several years ago, and it's important to recognize that. Was there a particular person or experience that inspired you to become a teacher? When I was in high school, I participated in an exploratory program for which I traveled to the local elementary school to give a guide in a first grade
classroom. That's when I fell in love with teaching and knew this was what would make me happy. I have had tremendous mentors throughout my certification process and to date they still have a strong influence on my philosophy and teaching practice. Can you share a few words of wisdom for teachers who are thinking of starting a blog? What essential components or features should be included in a
blog? My advice is to do this and dive headlong: you will be amazed where it will take you. For me, the most essential component of a blog is to make it unique to yourself and speak from your heart. Also, joining link parties helped me connect with some great bloggers with similar interests to me. How do fourth-graders prepare and empower meaningful transitions that are around the corner in middle school
and beyond? First, I strive to promote the passion for lifelong learning in each of my students through meaningful and authentic learning experiences. Technology helps enormously to bring the real world to class. Another priority for me is to develop independence and critical thinking skills, which will be crucial in both middle school and the world of work. Collaboration and communication are two other
critical areas that I focus on. Forum usage online discussion and private chat rooms and I get students to collaborate on projects that often involve technology. Because technology is changing at such a rapid rate, I try to expose my students to many different types of computer computers and Web 2.0 tools to help them prepare for what lies ahead. We sincerely thank Kristin for putting aside time to share
her valuable tips. Visit his iTeach 1:1 blog - Empower 21st-century students for more inspirations and ideas on teaching how to incorporate technology into the classroom. Read how to become a teacher in Illinois.Interview with Krista Wallden, a third-grade teacher from DelawareWe recently had the opportunity to interview Krista Wallden, a third-grade teacher in Delaware. Krista attended Pennsylvania
State University for both her undergraduate and undergraduate courses. He holds a bachelor's degree in kindergarten and primary education and a minor degree in special education. His master's degree studies focused on curriculum and education with a focus on children's literature. During our interview, we discussed the online tools Krista uses to manage her class, aspects of teaching she finds most
stressful, and, finally, the sources from which she draws creative inspiration. Which characteristics of elementary school students you value the most and what inspired you to teach this age group? I love the curiosity of children at this age! They look at the world with so much energy and excitement - it's refreshing to have a career where this surrounds me every day. When my kids walk in through the door
in the morning, I wake up with their energy. In third grade, kids are starting to develop great senses of humor, which I absolutely love! You never know what will come out of their mouth and it makes every day unpredictable. What aspects of your work do you find most challenging or stressful? Time is definitely my biggest challenge. I always think that if there was a way to extend the day by five hours, I
would have no problem! Because I love what I do and I love my students, it's hard for me to draw the line when it comes to creating tons of classes and pouring into work. When I think of an educational approach or materials that I know my students will love and understand, I create it, no matter how much extra time it takes. If I'm not excited to teach the lesson, I can't expect my students to be excited to
learn. Can you recommend strategies or techniques for teachers who strive to be lifelong students? Be willing to embrace change! Education and educational approaches always change, sometimes for the better, sometimes, maybe not. However, being able to accommodate the exciting possibility of helping students in new ways is so important. Give new strategies and resumes a fair test: you never know,
it could turn on that little light bulb for your struggling student. Online networking and collaboration are another huge way to to learn and improve as a teacher. Teachers' educational blogs, forums and websites have completely transformed my ideas and scope of collaboration with teachers. Last August I started my blog, The Creative Creative to join the network of teachers and share ideas. Collaborating
with teachers from all over the world has been a huge source of support, inspiration and knowledge. New and veteran teachers can learn so much from the perspective of other teachers. Blogging with teachers sharing my creative energy for teaching was so helpful and fun! Which online tools did you find most useful for managing a classroom? Hands make... teachers' blog. I can't help but talk enough
about the benefits of connecting with other educators. Teacher blogs were extremely useful to start my creative ideas, but also to show me tips and tricks that saved me so much time and energy. Teacher blogs are much more than posts on boards and crafts. Teachers offer educational strategies, free resources, helpful advice on organizing, product reviews, book reviews, and much more. They are
designing and offering resources related to standards, are tested in the classroom and have received the student approval stamp. Not only are the insights and suggestions surprising, but finding other bloggers who can relate to your passion for teaching... and your indisputable need for a giant morning coffee... it's just as important. What techniques do you use to create a successful job and a work-life
balance? Creating a balance is probably the hardest part of teaching. It's very easy to let work consume your life when you want to give 110% to your little students. Having had a serious lack of work-life balance in the past, I can tell you that it is really important to maintain. Here are some tips that helped me:1. Set a time to leave school. It doesn't have to be the same every day, but look what you need to
do after the kids leave and set a time. I found i was much more productive after school when I have a targeted departure time.2. Don't feel guilty about finding time for yourself. I thought taking an hour from my evenings to raise me was an hour that I could spend doing a more creative lesson plan or moving forward in the evaluation, etc. In all current events, taking an hour to relax, train, work as a hobby or
spend time with your family will also help your students. You will be more refreshed and come to class in a good mood when you have that good balance. The Creative Whiteboard focuses on instilling creativity in a classroom. Can you tell us how you keep your creative energy levels running? Where do you find your inspiration? Creativity has always been what makes me run, even when the stress and
workload of teaching weighs quite heavily. Think of a new way of presenting or a hands-on approach to learning reminds me why I love teaching. I submit my creative energy always going in search of tools in class in disguise. My favorite thing is to go to the Dollar Store and find a random object that activates an idea for an intentional lesson. Last week I was looking for a way to teach my children to use
descriptive language in their writing. After a trip to the Dollar Store, I created a whole writing lesson based on one of those little plastic animals that grows 600% when you put it in the water. Seeing how much my kids loved the business and really grasped the concept keeps my creative energy going on for the next tool in disguise. I'll be posting my descriptive detail lesson on my blog soon, so if you're
looking for your students to expand their writing, check it out again! Can you share a few words of wisdom for individuals considering a career in early childhood education? Teaching can be one of the most rewarding and energizing careers. Never lose sight of the guys who have attracted you in this career. When we forget the human aspect of teaching and get bogged down in the pressures of tests,
standards and curricula, we forget about the needs of our students. Let your dedication to helping your students succeed drive your energy for the rest. If you do, you'll have a fantastic and wildly exciting road ahead of youWe thank Krista for taking the time to share her vision of the teaching world. Be sure to check out his blog, The Creative Chalkboard, for more educational inspiration. Read how to
become a teacher in Delaware. Interview with Christi Fultz, a third-grade teacher from IndianaWe recently had the opportunity to interview Indiana teacher Christi Fultz, an eight-year veteran of the third-grade class. Christi earned a bachelor's degree in elementary education and, after teaching for several years, returned to school to get a master's degree and a specialist reading license of all grades. During
our conversation, we discussed Christi's motivation to become a teacher, her advice for teachers who are thinking about starting a professional blog, and how she incorporates technology into her classroom. Was there a particular person or experience that inspired you to become a teacher? It's going to sound so clichéd, but I wanted to be a third-grade teacher because of my third-grade teacher. Mrs.
Martin was the best teacher I've ever had. He took us on safari around the playground, loved us to death and pushed us to always improve. I earned my first (and one of the only!) B is in his class and will never forget it. I worked my tail to get back to an A because she knew I was going to make it and I didn't want to drop her. She knew what teaching really was all about, and I wanted to be just like her.
Which characteristics of third-graders do you value the most? What makes them unique compared to others age? Third grade has always been my favorite. I love the phase in the middle where students have both primary and intermediate qualities. They are old enough to have some independence but young enough to still enjoy all our seasonal projects and thematic units. It's also a year when I see
extraordinary growth. They still like to give hugs too much! what what uses to create a harmonious work-life balance? I try to use my planning time at school wisely, although it seems there's never enough of it. I'm super organized and stay a week ahead in my lesson plans. This makes it easier to adapt to unforeseen events in my personal life if I need a last-minute replacement. I also learned that
sometimes it's okay to say no to being on that extra committee or volunteering to work at another event after school. We deserve to have a life outside of our responsibilities in the classroom. My husband is also very understanding of teaching needs and often shavings to cut rolling or decorate boards during the summer. It takes a while, but you will find a balance. How do I use technology as a tool for
classroom learning? I think the new, bigger way I'm using technology is out of class. The world of teacher blogging has exploded and there are so many ideas out there for new experienced teachers and teachers. Our classrooms may be far away, but that doesn't mean we can't share ideas, network with each other, and offer stronger learning opportunities to our students because of that. The interactions
I've had because of my blog are the best professional development I've experienced in my entire teaching career. Within the class, I often use computers. Search, centers, online games for content, even just word processing can be much more motivating and engaging on a computer. We're lucky enough to have two desktop computers and two netbooks to share in our class, and eight iPads are coming
soon. Also, I can't imagine going back to teaching days without a document camera and projector for it and the computer. It's much easier to show details throughout the class statement when you can project your work. Can you share a few words of wisdom for teachers who are thinking of starting a blog? What essential components or features should be included in a blog? The blog can be intimidating at
first. It takes some time to get followers and find your niche. I joke that I was talking to myself for the first month, but stay with it. Follow other bloggers around your voting level, comment on their blogs, join linky parties, and most importantly, write strong content to share your wonderful ideas. Our small community is so supportive and you'll wonder what you've ever done before you start blogging. The most
important thing, even if you're writing anonymously, is to show yourself in your blog so you can connect with you. Don't forget to add follower options so you can always find your new content too! What can you share with someone who is thinking of becoming a teacher? Don't let anyone tell you it's an easy job because I can promise you, it's not. I still have to have one of those great summers out that I keep
hearing about. And honestly, the pay isn't great, but the teaching rewards they're going to support. I also had enter the classroom early and often. It's very different to be the teacher than to be a student. Your heart must be in teaching. Above all, you just have to love children... even the demanding ones, because they often need it more. We sincerely thank Christi for sharing her candid insight into what it
means to be a teacher, and wish her well as she incorporates new tech gadgets into her class this year. Be sure to check out Christi's blog, Ms. Fultz's Corner, for giveaways to lesson plans and more educational inspiration. Read how to become a teacher in Indiana.Interview with Sarah Moellering, a second-grade teacher from MissouriWe recently had the opportunity to interview Sarah Moellering, a
second-grade teacher in St. Louis, Missouri. Sarah attended the University of Dayton where she earned a bachelor's degree in early childhood education and a minor degree in business administration. He is currently pursuing an M.Ed in Elementary Education, along with a certification as a reading specialist. During our interview, we discussed Sarah's advice to be a lifelong learner, the online tools she
uses to run her class, and how she regularly generates creative ideas for her class. You have experience teaching both first and second grade. How are age groups different? First graders are right on the verge of it all when they enter your room. Socially, they are used to being in school, and are eager and excited to jump straight into learning. From an academic point of view, they are right at the
beginning of becoming lifelong readers, have a good base of mathematical skills and have all the tools to become a successful writer. I can't express how rewarding it is to see your students grow so much in a year! Although I haven't taught second grade for a long time, I can already say how exciting it will be. Second-graders are smart and fun, and they're really starting to get into their personality and be
their people. These children can write their own books, read chapter books, make complex mathematical problems and much more! They have the ability to do much more being only a year older. What aspects of your work do you find most challenging or stressful? I think one of the most challenging aspects of my job is time management. It's very stressful to go through the process of trying to figure out
what the most important things are. Sometimes it may seem that everyone is pulling you in a different direction or you can get bogged down with small things. I try to remember every day that I became a teacher to help students grow, and the most important thing for me to do is to be the best teacher I can be Their. Can you recommend strategies or techniques for teachers who strive to be lifelong
learners? I think it's very important for teachers to become lifelong learners. Education is such an evolving sector and things that are considered best practices will change from year to year. It's so so teachers develop professionally so that students can be taught more appropriately from a development point of view. Firstly, I would suggest choosing a professional book to read by semester (autumn, spring
and summer)! I know they're not that fun during college, but once you're actually implementing learning strategies and behavioral management plans in your class, you'll get all the ideas you can get! I haven't read a bad book yet. Secondly, it participates in as many professional development opportunities as possible! Schools always offer the opportunity to attend workshops and classes, some of which you
can actually get university credit as an additional bonus. I recently went to a training workshop on a technique called visual phonics, and I'm using techniques with my English students to speak other languages (ESOL). Which online tools did you find most useful for managing a classroom? My life is on Google and I use Gmail, Google Docs, Google Calendar, etc. My blog is even connected. I love the fact
that everything is in one place so that there is absolutely no way to lose it! Google Docs is a phenomenal resource that allows you to upload and share documents with other people. I use it to share lesson plans and activities with my teammates, as well as share giveaways on my blog. Finally, Google Calendar helps me keep organized, both inside and outside of school. What techniques do you use to
create a successful job and a work-life balance? It's definitely not easy. Last year, which was my first year of teaching, I was repeatedly told to stop working so hard. I used to go to school at 7am every day and didn't leave until 6pm. It was too much! It's very tempting, and sometimes necessary, to want to work all the time to make your class the best it can be, but you have to find time for yourself and your
family. Sometimes, you just have to leave something unfinished until the next day. Even if it drives you crazy, he'il still be there waiting for you tomorrow. This year, I made sure to set limits for myself. I only go to school 30 minutes before school starts and I stay 30 minutes after school ends. I don't take work home with me unless it's a special circumstance. The only days I can work on school stuff at home
are on Thursdays for lesson planning and Sundays to get ready for the week. Also, be sure to use school resources. If anyone offers to help you, take it! Teacher assistants, construction assistants, parents, and educational coaches are all there to help you make your teaching life easier. Let them help you! It makes a lot more create a balance so you don't feel alone! Your blog offers many creative ideas to
run a classroom. Can you tell us how you keep your creative energy levels running? Where do you find your inspiration? I can honestly say that I have my inspiration from my kiddos! At the beginning of the year, I ask the children what they are interested in. This could be from volcanoes and chapter books to angry birds and princesses. When I plan my learning experiences, I try to integrate their interests as
often as possible! Last year, my first graders loved the cunning! Making lyfi, art projects and using paint and glitter were great crowd liking. Because these were the things he liked, that's what I planned. This year, it looks like these second-graders are big on the move! So it looks like I'm going to plan a lot of songs and dances. Can you share a few words of wisdom for individuals considering a career in
early childhood education? Have fun and have fun! There are so many reasons for teachers to feel bogged down: standardized tests, ratings, standards-based teaching, and more, but there's no better feeling than seeing a child's face when that light bulb turns on. It's worth it! Knowing that you are really making a difference in a child's life and watching the baby grow up in front of you is the most wonderful
feeling. There aren't many jobs out there that you can find where you can affect the lives of so many others. These kids really love you and trust you with all their heart. I am not ashamed to say that I cry on the last day of school right with the children! It's hard to believe I wake up every day and absolutely love what I do! All I can say is continue! I know you will, too. We thank Sarah for sharing her insights
into the teaching profession. Be sure to visit Sarah's blog, The Fabulous First Grade, for more inspiration and ideas in class. Read how to become a teacher in Missouri Missouri
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